TERRIBLI‘ CLAUDIUb SMITH.

ANKCDOTER IJP Tﬂl FAMOUS COWHBOY
GF THE REVOLULION,.
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ML that enrly
Urnuge eouhty eltizens,
etad by Cinudins Smity, and he sont Woodhull
woril one day. from bis hiding

fi

Xamapo Mountnins,

eall on the Culonel and tnke the mare s
soon us he found Inisure, Col. Woodhuil had
the mare tukon irom his barn and conevalsd 1o
the cellar of hia fnrm house.
bad aspy In alimosat ovory houschold among
ths ssrvaunts or hirad men, nud Woodhull's
famlly wns oo sxceeption,
position the Coluonel hnd made of his bighly-
rized mure was promptly earried to tho cow-
sr. Oneevening, while Col. Woodhull
and his family wers at suppar, Claudlus :-.-:mr.ln
wnined eOITBNNA 1O the nar
door, coolly lad the mure out. mountad hor ln
the yard.nnd was doiiberately ridln
when he was discovaro
who wis at Wooduull's house,
dowi n muskoet from the kitehon wuli and ran
out to shioot the audneious robber, when Col,
Woodhull saized him and
My God " excluimed tue Co onwl,
znu snould miss him!
In gang in nu hour aod murder us aly’

‘Buch wus tho terror with which 8mith in-
ppired oven the brwvest nmong the sattiors, de
rode triumplinntly away with the Colonol’s vil-
ued mare, and she servad him well duriog the

¥ lend

restol his bluody carss

r.

“Not long after the steallog of Woodhull's
mAary, ﬁm\tu ln mmpum with u trusted follow-
Brown, went boldlg to an en-
olosurs uuur thu Americun lines und drove
from it n number of oxon belonglng to the Goy-
They wers dntscted belore ular lmd
ronched i piacs nf safoty with thoir boot
They were lodged
nt Goshan, but waro thera a faw honrs onl!

oy in the intervst of Smith carriod the news or
18 capturoto the different places of rendezvous
of his band, nnd anumbar ol his followers boldl
onterad Goshen, took the Sherlfl prisoner, and,
glncluulrmm wround his neck, threutened to
Ang him unless hn set the prisoners froe, T
Bherifl, knowing that tho threat wauld enrtain-
Irbsaxacutﬂd turned Hmith and Brown uwr
Lhnlr comrides In erima, and they ieft

n in telumph, taking with them much ulu-
llllll booty 18 & teophv of their victory,

" The fact of his huving beean Inliud in secur-
Ing the Governmont oxon Increnssd Claudius
Bmith's fealing agninst the patriot familles, and

n few nights alter hin eveans feom Jail b
mmad ones mors it Col,
be Colonel lived Nve miles east of
and on the nlght of Smith's vislt hie was o the
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GosHeN, °N. Y., Feb. 5—~Tho printing in
Tre Bun recently of an nceauntiof the dis-
tribution of the bones of Glaudius Bmith, the
eowboy of the Ilovolution, has recalled to more
than one resident of Orange county, whoss nn-
oestors wure under the ban of the Tory ma-
raudor aud more than onco made to feel the
merclloss’ power of himeell and his despotle
band, many incldunis connected with his bloody
carocr among the Hikhlands, The Woodhull
family wero nmong the ploneer residents of
Orange county who ssemod to have boen ospo-
¢lally obnoxious to Claudius Bmith und his
gang, and o descendant of Oul, Jesse Woodhull
glves your vorreapondent a graphio story of
the bloody cowboy londer's onresr and thut of
his murderous and lucendinry followurs,

" Claudius Bmith," sald Mr. Woodhull *'woa
ason worthy ol his father, who was one of the
first sottlers In the uppur Ramwapo valley, and
tho region known to-day sus Smith's Clove ree
oolved its mume [rom him,
Brookhinven, Long Island, He hnd o lurge
famlly, aud was & terror to the cummubity.
His wile was an estimable womuan, whom he
abuspd systemutically,
Claudius, to steal and plilagoe at an early uge,
and boloro thie Loy wis yot in bis tesns ho was
known ull through the Highlunds as a bold and
His mother trivd to indueo
him to leadnn honest Iile, nnd at lasLdespairing
of her ellorts, alio wbandoned nim to his fate,
with the prophetie remarck: " Cluudius, you will
dle with your shooe on, llke a Wrooper’s horse.'

*Whoon the Ievolutionsry war broke out,
Claudiue Bmith wus a man with o fnmlily of
Ho followed farming, and
was well to do, but his reputation hsd not im-
proved. He sacly eapoused the ewuse ol the
British, aud organlzed his gnang of outlaws In
the lirsl your of the war,
the worst men to be found in tho region,
piembera were from tie mountains ol northern
Now Jorsey nnd the Ramapo, and from tho
mountains bordering on the Hudson River,
now In Hookland county.
war they murdered, robbed, and pliinged the
patriot sottlers of the Highlands and nelgh-
boring communities, altbough the death of
thoir loader ln 1779 rondered them loss au.
duelous In thelr oxpioits,
the Govornment as woll a8 Individuals, The
om New York passed nlong’
vor at the basw of Lhie southern

Ighinnis, and st the time the hemndguurters
oL Bue Alvrican urmy was in the Highlaods,
aunutitios ol suppiiew, arms, and nulmunllluu
wore onrrisd aiong this road in wagrons,
quont ralids were made upon thiss wWasgons hr
ths cowboys, who kiiled ur put thy guards to
flignt, nod ewrrisd off to thoir dens iu the
wiueh valunble
furmllies wero robbad ot their plute, and fro-
qQuuenly of YL amounts of monay.
wod cattle were atoisn from the armers nlld
went to the Breitleh iines in droves,
on the part of any resident whose houss wis
vislted Uy thvse marsuders cost him his Lo,
hlhl unprovokel muard rs wars cofmon.

“Among the prominent Orangs county fam-
flie wlio were osopecinlly updee
s Smith pnd lis gang wers Hiods of
nthuulpl BLrdng, my gront-erin ifnthor;
Cok Jesas Wordhull, Snmuel strong. Uals Our-
tis, and others, whoss doscendnnts are to-diny
rmong the conspicuous fnmilies of the couuty.
Bmith, «nrly in Illn curear as leader of the cow-
ublie proclamation that he in
every ono of thess men,
Woudtiail lind o blooasd mare—fue horses, oven
ay. boing the pride aod euvy of
This oyire was eov-
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It wus mnde up of

Untli the closo ol the
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nnudln un nrthnnlum oung npgrnu
H an( ulud him to tall him whera he might

ns ll misaing papars,
rs. ‘nu hig ploch-panny I' exs
emmu mith. ' This 1s no time to talk of
PADers, \\lnan I maat you in hell [ wlll tall
yau #ll about them

“The cowardly murdnr of Mujor Btro cf'
rlrouaod the most Intenan Indignation nnqr B
terminatinn for vapgeanon agninst tho
isndor. The Assembiy of the Btite aulhnrl.m
the o nrln. of n rownrd for the spprahensio
of Claudius Bmith and his two -onl. le nr
AD amon, who -ra ulmt'm?i
perats of thelr mlha band uv. Ilnloul
sunid n proclamation uclnrln laa Bmlﬁ’
and his@ani outlaws, and o on B raward o
£250 for the nrrest of the father and £1206 sach
for thie nrreat of the two suna. This aotion on
the part of the State nathorities niarmed Clan-
dius Hmith, #a the setting of such a Iarge
price uin his head mads him, more than
all hig orimes bad, A marked man, He flnd 1o
Neaw York elty, I'hlf_'ll umatheu iu possossio
ol the British, and whoneo he rece|
Aubs unrlnl ni and uimuruumuu_}'dumm
blowdy career In the Highinnds
#o largo n roward, however, caussd many men
to Hosk for the fugitive, but no trace of him
could ba found, Aitter the Lritish took possas-
sion of Long Islond, most of the Whign living
thare Isft thelr farmerand wwnt to Connsotiont,
Amonu thene wan Major John Drush, a wealthy

nd Influentinl farmor, living nenr Smithtown,

o Intt his propurty in ears of tsnants, and was
In tha habit of visiting the spot sceretly to
lonk nftor his affaire,

"Tho proelamation of CGow. Clinton, offering
the reward for Claudius 8mith and Bis sons,
hiud bosn diatributed in Connectlout, where
ths nnms of the outlaw was nleo & Lerror,
Mitjor Brosh sow the procvinmation one day in
Detnbor, 1778, and, having opeasion to par ol a
of liis sueret ¥isils to Long laland that
faArad fenm a loyAllat, Ut n warm friend of
him, that Cluudinus Smith was in Bmllhto'n
under tho protection of the Liritiab, Indnlﬂi
the resldance of a widow well known to nus
Brush., The Major kept his own ¢ounssl unt
he returnsd to Connectiout. Then he too
w frinnd named Titus Into  his confl-
denen, and the two  planned to eapturs
tho dronded fugitlve, Thev nired thres men
to join them, nnd ona very dark pight they
erassoil the Bonnd in n whalobont. well armea,
and with phins all eomoiste, They Innded on
Long Isiand at 11 o'clock, und ran thelr boat
Into un obsoure cove, not far from the acene of
thair intonded work, Leaving ons mnan in
elinrge of the boat, the others, undar command
of Mujor Bruah, wont to ths widow's residenoce
Nootio over Knew whother the wido® expunlad
tip man or not, but it was well known that
was in the habit of retiring early; but t nt
night ahe wnn witting up readiog when Major
Brush's part r callnd on her at midoight,
wnd when Mnjor Drush entersd the houss
without kndvking she_ did not sesm 1o
b sinrmmd. Major Brush inquired [for
Cinudius Smith, ‘und the widow dimmd
him nnd his frionds to the room
the fugitive outiaw wns asleeping. All.houga
sHoilth was nsleop and tnken by surprise, It re-
guired the anited sl.ranr\h othis four musoular
anntora to avarpnwer, bind, and gag him. This
donw, he wns carrind to the bnnt aud “snfel
Inndéd on the Connecticut share, A mounts
MansunEor was ut_ones Aant to oarry the nawa
ol tho eapturs to Gov. Clinton, who was then In
Poughkonpale, He ordared the ?rlnnnnr daliv-
wred nt Fishkill Landing 1o Isnna Nlonll
Sherilf of Orangs county. This was done, and
Woodbuil's Liebt Guard and » large foros of
promionent cltizeans of the eounty uoted ns aAn
wscort Lo the Sterift nand his prisvner{rom New-
hireh to Gosbien, Smith waa lodged In jall,
which wis surrounded by o double guard to
pravantany possibii ity of n rescun by htngmur

The teind of the great ontinw spaadily fo
lowed his enpture, and h.a- wns Aontenced to he
hanged on Jan, 22, 1779, together with
Mutthew Dolson, Amy Anger or Jones, John
ltvan, Thomas Delmar, aod Jamas Gordon,
mumbars of his gune, who wera conyicted at
the samn ecourt. Uordon, Dalmar. und Smith
wira hangod togethor on the samo wallows,
They wiere deiven inunder the gallows in a
earl. The hanging took plare in the south-
wast corner of the publle square, Smith was
drossad in n (lwy sultof broadeloth, with Inrge
allyor buttons oo his cont,nnd wearing missive
ol buekles on his ahoes, As he wasdriven
thr -lmll the vist erowid that had assemblued he
boweid to such persons as he recognized.
suniling snd making yocular remarks, As the
ropn was hoing adjusted nbout his neck ho
klgked off s shons and sald:

My mother prophosiod that T would dia
with mtuhuun on, like n trooper’s horse, I
will muke her nfnian pmuhnt and n liar!"

*'Tupas were his Inst worda, The cart was
drivan out trom undsr the three men, and they
nlowly uramzlml o denth, Whils his two com-
pantons atrugied 1arribly, Amith’s iron nerve
sustninad him sven In Tonth, ‘and he hung
wsiraight downward, and never movad l muscla,
nithiough his eompanions were dead Inng be-
fore thoir loadar's life was extinet Gluudlul
Kmith's remnins wars buried beoeath the gal-
lows, 'T'tiny were axhumead in 1842 and dlsposed
of ns stated in Tue Bun, Aflter the deathof
Claudiuns Smith the leaderabip of the gang fell
to Willliin Smith, his oldest won, The people
wore now thoroughly aroused against them,
and nrunn!md afforts to hunt the ontiawa final-
Jaumended in breaking up the band. William

ith wna killod, one of his brothers was cap-
tured, with others, and the remnant of t l
cowboys fled to Canads. where their descen
live to-day.”

An exsmination of the court records of
Orangs county reveals the singular fact that
noeithor Claudiua Bniith nor any of the band
who wers hanged with him was hanged for the
murdoer of Mnjof Strong, or complleity in it
No indietment was even found agsainstany bf
the party for muarder, The follnwluc axtract
from ths minutes of the court for the January
sassion, 17790, I8 interesting, ns showing what
woro considered capital crimes in those days,

At & Court of Oyer snd Terminer{ and General Gaol
fdelivery held at the Uourt lloun in Goshen, in snd for
the counly of Urange, on Wednesdsy, the thirteenth
dny of January, In the yoar of our Lord one thousamd
saven hundred and seveniy-nine
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Th %, Jubn Kyan.—An indictment and verdlos
uu. 3 risounr for the roblery of Bimou Fink on
the highw

The saie skt Thomss Delamar.—An lodictwent and
wverdiot ngninst the prisoner for borglary.

The samie ogt Jsies Uordon. —An indlotmant and ver-
dlet agninst tue orisoner for stenliog & geldiag of James
Havags aid Mutthew Davie
tion of Mr, MoKeuzis, nn bahall the peopla, llu
s wera st o the har for judement, and It w
ed inthe ususl form of esch of |I|tm rnp»-
tiu‘f what he gould say for hunself why judgment of
|'|ut shonld not be passed on him socording 1o Iaw,

und uo ressnn befng aasigned by elther of the aaid prison.
#rn in arrest of judwment, urothersufficient caussahown
tir the conirary, the Court m-nnwnud the following
punlenca agningt sald prisaners, Lo wit:

You sid ench of you shail be taken (rom hence to the
{nv. from wiienes you aaime, and thare (o bs respec-

ively hunged by the neak uutll you srs desd,

Ordered, that 1he said Oisudine B ml h Iltlnlv Dal-
son, Juhin H;‘nu Thomas D ™
respectivoly execiiol on Priday, nu zad a. of Jamu.
ory, and that the sheriflf of the sounty of Orange see
thiat the exseution be done nccordingly.

There 8 also among the records ol the ouun-
tya dwum‘ntot which th:rallowlnn 1s & cOpY:

A WARNING TO THE REARLS.

!qn m heraby warned at your peril to desist
hai r more friends ta Uovernment, &8 you
Uia tr th You wun# nr owise 10 use Jume
bm hﬁ oliard Fi allﬁ; and Wil Cole, wall, an
ense them of thelr rom, for we ars detarmined Lo hang
six to one, for the biowd of the Innoasnt eries aloud for
yunueanpe. Your ‘rmuu friend, Uspt, Willjams, and his
eraw of robbers and murdererswe bave got in our power,
aid the biood of Ulsuidius simith shall repaid,
'l'h\ln ure particular oompaniss of us who Lalonk to
Col. Butler's army, Indiang na wall a8 white men, sh
articninrly nmn wra frous New York, that are
o he syenged nn you for ¥your cruslty and marder,
are (o remind you that yeu are the heginoers and ag.
reasnrs, faf by your erasl apprassions snd bloody
flum you drive us to it. This lathe firet, aod wa are
turmitied 1o pursue ik on your heads and ers to
lut.-ull the whoie of you sre murdered.
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